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For MONDAY, November 24, 1783. 





CURIOUS ANECDOTES of the ROYAL FAMILY 
of FRANCE. 


To-the P R PF NT EB R. 
S$ ik. Paris, O&ober 10, 1783- 


Told you in a former letter, that I fhould give you fome ac- 
count of the royal family. Laft Sunday I went to Verfailles, 
for the purpofe of feeing them. Every Sunday and holiday 
they publicly attend divine fervice, in a gallery of the palace 
chapel ; but, what is remarkable, the princeffes never accom- 
pany the princes: the king and his two brothers aflift at one 
mafs ; and when that is over, the queen and her fifters-in-law 
attend together at another : her majefty kacels in the centre, the 
countefs de Provence on her right, the countefs d’Artois on her 
Jett, and Madame Elizabeth, the king’s filter, behind. This 
laft is a fine young lady ; I muft own, I lamented that our laws 
oppofed an infuperable barrier between her and the prince of 
Wales, who could not diflike her perfon, and who would find 
in her a fit partner of the Britifh throne, without being under 
the neceffity of fecking among the petty princefles of Germany 
for a confort. 
The queen is of a good fize, rather inclined to corpulency, or 
emborpoint ; and though I faw her behave with the greateft con- 
defcenfion to the nobility who attended her, {till the had a cer- 
tain air of Aauteur, that might tell them the knew herfelf to be 
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the fifler and wife of two of the greateft princes in the world. 
Her chin is a little turned up, and her nofe aquiline ; fo that, 
when fhe grows old, they will probably be nearly related : how- 
ever, at prefent, fhe appears to great advantage, but more parti- 
cularly when in the company of the two princeffes, Madame de 
Provence, and the countefs d’Artois ; who being both very 
{warthy, with very low foreheads, and irregular features, ferve 
as foils to fet off the fuperior beauty of her majefty. 

On Sendays the king and his brother dine in public. The 
etiquette of the court has ‘eftablifhed two particular kinds of 
public court dinners ; the one called the petit couvert, the other 
the grand couvert. At the former non e Bos or eat but the king 
and queen ; at the latter all the defcendents of Lewis the XVth 
cine together. The day I faw the king dine, <a etit couvert 
obtained: the queen fat with his n jeily, but cid not eat a 
moi fel; and in my opinion fhe acted very wilely ; for I think 

that, if I had the beft appetite in Verfailles, could not gratify 
it in the prefence of three or four hundred perions, all gazi ng 
vpon me at once, as if I had twenty head 





9 at that moment, 
and while the dinner lafted, @ am fare that if it were in my 
power, it was not in my withesto beaking. I thought his 
majelty felt the aukwardnefs of his fituation ; ter theu 

nceds confefs that he ate and drank very heartily, y 
many queftions that will never be recorded in a bock of wif- 
dom. I wovld not, however, infinuate that his majefty wants 
fenfe ; the whole tenor of his reign has proved the contrary ; 
bet it was neceffary.for him, in order to divert the eyes of the 
f{pefiators from himfelf, to fpeak to fome of his courtiers ; and 
as he had no pai rticular fabject of converfation, it could not 
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Befides the grand and petit couvert, the court etiquette has 
eftablithed two other modes of dining, the petit and the grand 
apartment: at the former, fuch of the nobility as the king is 
pleafed to invite, may fit down with their majefties ; buat, at the 
latter, none but the princes of the blood of Bourbon. 

Much is faid about the es/guette of the court of Spain ; and 
fome of the beft writers have exercifed all their powers of ridi- 
cule to run it down, and explode it. In doing this, none have 
been more induftrious than the French; and yet their own 
court is juft as much under the dominion of etiguette, as that of 
Spain ; for the courtiers of Verfailles think, move, eat, drink, 
and walk, only as etiguctte direéts them: nay, the very mo- 
narch himfe! f, who rules ‘the nation with an abfolute {way, i 
not exempt from the dominion of this plaguy ez/quette. tues 3 
he wifh to hunt in one of his country feats, or travel from one 
palace to another, he cannot indulge his fancy, until it is firtt 
determined whether it is perfectly confiftent with etiquette: if it 
is, then the journey is to take place; and this is all decided in 
fall council, after the moft ferious and folemn deliberation. But 
you muft not imagine that the bufinefs ends here ; on the con- 
trary, a ftill greater difficulty remains: the etique te preferibes 
the number of perfons who are to attend upon the court in the 
different journies. The number of thofe who afpire to this ho- 
nour is almoft infinite ; each has pretenfions which he thinks 














indifputable, and fupports them with all hisintereit ; an 1 to de- 
cide which are the beft founded, often cofts a miniiter more 
trouble than the fettling preliminary articles of peace between 
half a dozen belligerent powers. 

There is another honour, to which every man who attends 
the court never fails to afpire ; and that is, to be admitted into 
the king’s carriages, and to go a hunting in them with his ma- 
jelly. The merit which entitles the candidate to this honour is 
birth; and, therefore, proofs muit be given that the perfon 
who looks for it has been nobly born, of a family that bas been 
ennobled for at leait four generations paternally and maternally. 
There is a genealogift appointed by the king, who is the fu- 
preme judge in thefe matters, and to w hom all the deeds, re- 
cords, patents, &Fe. relative to the ennobling of the family, mut 
be fubmitted ; and, perhaps, there is not in the wo id a judge 
who has fo much bufinel fs, or fo troublefome an office. ‘The a; 
plications to his tribunal are innumerable in a country where 

he oSlefe form an immenie > body ; for you muft not imagine 
that the word aobil ity means pre y the fame thing ia “rans 
that it does in E d. In the latter, we count thol y no- 
biemen who are honoured with the peerage 3 whereas, 1n france, 
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the xoS/ef2 includes the gentry, juft as much as the dukes and 
peers ; and a little lordling of a village, with 1ol. fterling a 
year, or even without a fhilling, may be called noble, as much 
as my lord duke, if his family had been diftinguifhed from the 
common clafs of fubjeéts by ietters patent, or by bearing fome 
commiflion which time immemorially conferred xodlefe on the 
poffeffor ; and, by ennobling his blood, upon his deicendents. 
You may therefore conceive that this poor genealogilt has not a 
moment to fpare. Proofs of xob/efz2 muft be given by thofe 
who want to get admiffion into the ecole militaire, who make in- 
tcreft for commiflions in the army, who intrigue for a blue rib- 
bon, or for the honour of fitting in the king’s carriages : judge, 
then, of the multiplicity of bufinefs through which he maf 
wade ; and, from the infipidity of it, guefs how irkfome fuch 
an employment mutt be to a man of fenie ; and blefs God that 
you live in a country where you may be an officer, a lord of the 
bed-chamber, a peer of parliament, and the king’s companion 
in a ftate-coach, without being under the neceflity of reforting 
to the merits of anceilors, or proving that you ever knew the 
Chriftian name of your grandfather. 


A TRAVELLER. 





e LIFE and LAMENTATIONS of TITLE-PAGE VAMP, 


The LY 
@ POOR STARVED AUTHOR. 
[Continued from page 468.] 


N the fecond year I made fome acquairtance with the ftu- 

dents of my own ftanding, and was fometimes perfuaded 
to give up to them a few hours, which would otherwile have 
been fpentin ftudy. At thefe meetings I was always rallied for 
my induftry, and foon found that there was a middle compound 
character between the man of pleafure and the pedant, which all 
confpired to admire, and all ftrove to imitate. My vanity was 
hurt when I difcovered that neither depth of learning, nor acute- 
nefs of remark, would enable me to gain the attention or com- 
mand the refpect of my hearers—that he who fhould relate with 
pleafantry the adventures of an evening, or defcribe the drol- 
leries, the inconfiltencies, and failings of his acquaintance, 
would be heard with greater admirauion than he who fhould 
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I had no knowledge, and which could only be learned by long 
inurement in the world, and Jong acquaintance with its man- 
ners ; I wanted the eafy air of carelefs affurance—the habitual 
{mile of joyous gaiety—freedom of addrefs and apparent negli- 
gence. ‘Thefe were to be obtained in the fchool of the world ; 
and though I faw the greater part, in aiming at the middle cha- 
racter, were folely the men of pleafure, I did not doubt of be- 
coming at once the man of pleafure and the man of the world. 
From labour to pleafure the gradation was eafy ; and between 
rational pleafure and wanton diflipation the boundary is fo nice, 
that it is either not foon perceived, or eafily furmounted. When 
the paffions are interefted, reafon is foon overcome ; and in the 
heat of the purfuit, who can ftop to examine whither the next 
ftep may lead him, or to mark the fpot where the philofopher 
relinquifhes his pleafure, and the voluptuary affumes his de- 
ftruction *—I once, I fuppofe, deferved the character I withed to 
arrive at ; but even that with was foon loft in a torrent of plea- 
fure without refinement, and indulgence without reflection. I 
cannot look back, without horror, to a time when the paffions 
had fo dangerous an influence. Every night brought the fame 
return of periodical gratification, and every morning was {pent 
in repairing the damage the evening had produced, and pre- 
paring for anew debauch. Books of learning and {cience | ut- 
terly forfook, and through the whole day was feldom alone for 
ten minutes. When confcience at any time intervened, I fatif- 
fied myfelf with reflecting that I had learning enough for all the 
purpofes of life; and that, in proportion as my knowledge of 
books failed me, my acquaintance with men and manners en- 
creafed. If a tutor reproached me for my negligence, I confi- 
dered it as the meaneft effufion of laborious pedantry, and feli- 
citated myfelf upon my own efcape from dullnefs and barba- 
rity. 
During the intervals of debauchery, I read a novel—a re- 
view—or a play ; wrote fonnets to miftrefles who could not 
read them—made pafquinades upon the heads of colleges, or 
added a few lines to a tragedy which I had been long engaged 
in finithing for the ftage. For fome jeu d’e/prits of this fort T 
had the misfortune to obtain a confiderable fhare of reputation ; 
my fame fpread like wild-fire, and I had the fatisfa&tion to hear 
thofe verfes which I had compofed in the morning, perhaps un- 
der the hands of a hair-drefler, read in the evening in coffee- 
houfes, and repeated with applaufe in the ftreets. Thus did the 
fyontaneous effufion of a lucky hour gain for me what years of 
ftudy and labour had failed to produce ; in the hope of which, 
days had been {pent ia labour, and nights in reflection, Seduced 
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to fuch flattering experience, I was foon convinced that to fuc- 
cefs nothing was now neceffary but eafe and negligence ; that to 
ftudy, was to add to a heap, already too large, what was rather 
a burchen than a benefit. Toa fyftem fo pleafing and plau- 
fible, few would have refufed their aflent—a fyftem which levels 
induftry with idlenefs, and diftributes to careleffnefs and inatten- 
tion all that can be expeéted from the moft laborious refearches. 
In the very firlt dawning of my fame, before I had fuffered the 
mortification of feeing it decline, I was recalled to London by 
the death of my father, who died fuddenly at a tavern in the 
city. 

My father had always lived nearly to the extent of his in- 
come, and my frequent drafts upon him for money, which he 
had never refufed, had fo ‘drained his purfe, that, when I had 
taken poffeffion, and from what remained had difcharged all his 
debts and my own, I found the little ftock reduced to eighty 
pounds in money, and fome houfehold furniture. From the 
wantonnefs of uncontrouled enjoyment, my thoughts were now 
turned to folicitude for my own immediate fapport. My whole 
plan of life was now to be changed, and an employment 
fought out, which, without the ufval delay of introduétion, 
fhould at once produce profit to its pofleflor. For trade, befides 
my own objections, I was wholly unqualified : I was too young 
for orders, and too poor for the army : there was fcarcely any 
profeflion for which [ was not unfit, either by my poverty, or 
my want of fkill. My hopes at laft were reduced to the exer- 
tions which might be expected from the friends I had left at the 
univerfity ; many of them were the younger brothers of power- 
ful families, and had frequently promifed, in the heat of juve- 
nile friendfhip, to ferve me by every means in their power. To 
thefe, therefore, I immediately applied by letters, in which I in- 
formed them of the alteration in my circumftances, and en- 
treated their affiftance. 

To two-and-twenty jetters which I difpatched, I received in the 
courfe of fix weeks only five anfwers. Of thefe, one was filled 
with the warmett profeffions of friendfhip, but concluded with 
inability to ferve me ; another promifed afliftance at a more con- 
venient opportunity : one was written by a gentleman who had 
difobliged his father, another by one whofe father had difobliged 
the minifler, and a fifth came from a right honourable gentle- 
man, who pofitively denied that he had ever had the honour of 
knowing me. 

My next application was made through the channel of a newf- 
paper, in which I offered myfelf as a private tutor to the chil- 
dren of a nobleman or gentleman : this was anfwered by one 
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gentleman in Cumberland, who offered to take me into the 
houfe at reafonable wages, if, when his fon’s exercifes were over, 
I would occafionally work a little in the garden, and watch the 
labourers employed in his grounds, 

At nineteen boarding-fchools, where I applied for the place of 
an ufher, I was rejeéted, becaufe I did not underftand French 
enough to engage toteach it: at five I was required to teach 
writing and accounts ; three wanted a young man, who, after 
f{chool hours, might be employed in the houfe ; and at others, 
where the duties were lefs comprchenfive, my youth was an in- 
fuperable objection.. After having three times offered my litte 
all for an inferior place in one of the public offices, I was at laft 
cheated out of fifty guineas, which I had advanced before-haud 
to a man whofe interelt was great, and neceflities prefling. Af- 
ter this laft ftroke, I was finking torpidly uader the load of my 
misfortunes, when the remembrance of my tragedy revived me 
to new attempts: in a month it was completely finifhed, and af- 
ter having in vain folicited a recommendation to the manager, 
I was refolved to prefent it myfelf. Nine applications, anda 
fee to the porter, at lait gained me the liberty of an audience, 
I was received by the manager with all the dignity of office ; 
informed that tragedies were not the tafte of the age; that the 
ftage was glutted with them, and that nothing but uncommon 
excellence could attract attention: he promifed, however, to 
look over it—afked if it contained a proceflion—an epithala- 
mium=—=or a mafquerade ; laid it upon his table, and deiired me 
to call again in a fortnight. A month was fpent before I could 
receive any intelligence, or gain an audience ; and my tragedy 
was then delivered to me by the porter, with the feal unbroken, 
who told me that his mafter had not read it; bat that fince ] 
fo importunate, he begged to be excufed that hoaour. I 
now reduced almoft to immediate want, and was obliged to 
have recourfe to the bookfeliers for employment: even this I 
found it difficult to obtain, and I had chan; my laft guinea be- 

had the good luck to be engaged in a tranflation ; for 
er the molt laborious exertions, I received nearly 
ings per day. My firft performance pleafed my em- 
loyer fo well, that I have ever fince been retained in his fervice 
ith a very fmall encreafe of profit. Upon reviewing a cata- 
locue.of my produtions for the laft five years, [ find I have 
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mifcellanies, I can claim the honour of three collections of 
poems upon various occafions, nine volumes of fermons, three 
letters from wanton women of quality, five pamphlets, fhewing 
by various means the characters of the nobility, and fome books 
of claffical information, for the ufe of fchools: Cam maltis aliis 
gua nunc enarrare longum cf ———Every accident that can occur 
either in church or ftate, becomes at times the obje& of my at- 
tention. If a battle is fought either at Vauxhall or the Weft- 
Indies—if a prime minifter lofes his place, or a courtezan her 
keeper—if a player rifes into credit, or a ftatefman finks into in- 
famy—if corn is dear, or wool cheap—let what will happen, 
little Index has fomething to publifh, and I have fomething to 
write upon the occafion. For thefe fervices I had fo endeared 
myfelf to Index, that ’till very lately I have almof conflantly 
had the honour of dining with him on a Sunday ; but upon 
my paying fome extraordinary civilities to his daughter, the dog 
took the alarm, and has never fince invited me even into his 
parlour. 

Upon this employment I have been gradually ftarving for 
thefe five years. I now begin to fufpect that I have been paid 
Jefs liberally than I deferve, and therefore propofe, through your 
Weekly Entertainer, to offer my fervicesto the public. All po- 
litical or mifcellaneous bufinefs I am ready to execute on the 
fhorteft notice, and upon reafonable terms. I can furnifh 2 com- 
mentary upon any {peech, fpoken in either houfe, or obferva- 
tions upon a fecretary’s letter, in five hours after they are pub- 
lic : members -of parliament may have fpeeches made with the 
greateft difpatch, upon any occafion : country affociations may 
be fupplied with advertifements and petitions of any length : 
remonitrances and congratulations properly corrected and ftopped : 
medical gentlemen, who wifh to make themfelves popular, may 
be fupplied with advertifements of the fublimeft and moft har- 
monious contexture ; and generals and admirals furnifhed with 
odes to themielves, 

By their humble fervant, * 


TITLE-PAGE VAMP, 


Direé&t to me at No. 2, Watfon’s-court, Petticoat-lane, Grub- 
ftreet. 


t*t A back door in the paffage for private cultomers. 
N. B. A large quantity of original effays, upon every fub- 
je&t, always kept for the convenience of buokiellers and gentle- 


men engaged in periodical publications. Allowances to thofe 
who buy to fell again. Gentlemen may have fonnets and acrof- 
tics for the ladies, at any price. I can alfo be ferviceable to the 
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= in many other ways. Gentlemen who frequent coffee- 
oufes, and cannot read, may be taught in three months to hold 
any news-paper with the right end upwards. Speakers at the 
debating focieties taught the ufe of the concord between verbs 
and their nominative cafes : the frequenters of Coach-makers- 
Hall would find this worthy their a:tention. ‘The utmolt fe- 
crecy will be obferved. Auctioneers farnifhed with proper tropes 
and metaphors for any occafion. Puffs oblique, direct, collate- 
ral, and preliminary. Complete and circumftantial victories or 
defeats, by land or fea, made for the daily papers in half an 
hour, Elegies, epithalamiums, dedications, Ge. Ge. Ge. for 
ready money only, twenty per cent. cheaper than at any other 
manufactory in town. Country orders (poft-paid) du'y at- 
tended to. 








On SLAVERY. Numser VI. 


ARGUMENTS drawn from Interest, as well as HuMa- 
NITY, againfi the Pra@ice of SUAVERY in the French Co- 
lonies ; and fill more applicable to the Englith Colonies. 


From a Jate Voyage to the J/le of France, the Ife of Bourbon, &c. 
C bya French Officer.] , 


> Know not (fays he) whether coffee and fugar are necef- 

fary to the happinefs of Europe ; but certain I am, that 
thofe two vegetables have occafioned the mifery of two parts of 
the world. America has been depopulated to procure ground 
to plant them ; Africa has been depopulated to procure hands 
to cultivate them. 

** It is our intereft, it is faid, to cultivate provifions which 
are become neceflary to us, rather than purchafe them of our 
neighbours ; but as carpenters, bricklayers, mafons, and other 
European workmen, labour here (wiz. in the Ifle of France) in 
the noon-day heat, why have we not white labourers? But 
what would become of the prefent proprietors of lands? They 
would become more wealthy ; an inhabitant would be at eafe 
with twenty farmers ; he is poor with twenty flaves. There 
are fuppofed to be 20,000 in the Ifle of France, of whom an 
eighteenth part is obliged to be renewed every year. ‘Thus the 
colony, left to itfelf, would be deftroyed in eighteen years ; fo 
true it is, that there is no population without liberty and pro- 
perty, and that injuftice is a bad céconomitt. 

«© It is faid that the black code is made in their favour. Be 
it fo ; but the cruelty of their matters exceeds the punifhments 
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allowed, and their avarice fubtraéts the food, the reft, and the 
reward, which are due to them. If thefe wretches would make 
complaints, to whom fhould they complain ? Their judges are 
frequently their greateft tyrants. 

«« But we cannot govern thefe flaves, it is pretended, but by 
the greateft feverity : there muft be punifhments, from iron col- 
lars with three hooks, whips, blocks to which they are faftened 
by the foot, chains which go round their necks: they muft be 
treated like beafts, that the whites may livé like men.—Ah ! I 
well know, that, when a moft unjuft principle is eftablifhéd, thé 
moft unjuft conclufions are always drawn from it. 

*«*« Was it not enough for thefe wretches to be delivered up to 
the avarice ahd cruelty of the moft depraved of men, but they 
mutt likewife be the {port of their fophifms ? 

** Some divines affirm, that; for a temporal flavery, they pro- 
cure them a fpiritual freedom ; but moft of them are bought at 
an age at witich they edn névet learn Ffeneh, and the mif- 
fionaries do not learn their language. Befides, thofe who are 
baptized, are treated like tlie reit. 

“¢ "Phéy add, that they have deferved the chaftifement of hea- 
ven, by felling one another, Mutt we therefore be their exezu- 
tioners ? Let us leave the vultures to deftroy the kites, 

** Some politicians havé excufed flivery, by fying, that it is 
juftified by war ; but tHe negroes do not make war with us. Al- 
lowing that hufhan laws permit it, it fhoald at leatt be feftrained 
Within the bounds which they pfeftribe. 

** Sorry Lam, that fonie philofophérs; who combat abufts 
with fo much courage, have fcarcé itieritionéd the flavery of the 
hegroes, except to ridicule it, They turn to a diitarice—they 
talk of St. Bartholomew, of the maflacre of ‘thé Mexicans by 
the Spaniards, a$ if this wickednefS was not pra@tifed in Our 
times, and int which all Europe has a fharé. Is it then more 
wickednefs to kill at orice fome people whofe opinions are dif- 
ferent from our’s, than to tofture a nation to whom we owe our 
enjoyment? Thofe beautiful coléurs with which our ladies aré 
adorned; the cotton with which they lire their flays, the fugar, 
the coffee, the checolate; on which they bréakfait, the red with 
which they heighten their complexions, all thefe the hands of 
the thiferable negroés prepare for them !— ‘Tender women! you 
weep at tragedies, and yet what affords yeu pleofure is bathed 
with the tears, arid ftuinéd with the blood of your fellow creas 
tures !” 

This work concludes with fome pathetic reflectiotis, of which 
the following, rélative to the above effufidns, do Phe author 
great honour. re) 
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** Life is only a fhort voyage, and the age of man a rapid 
day ! I would willingly forget its ftorms, to recolleft only the 
fervices, the virtues, and the conftancy of my friends. ‘Thefe 
letters, perhaps, will preferve their names, and make them fur- 
vive my gratitude: perhaps they may reach even you, good 
Hollanders of the Cape ! As for thee, O4 unfortunate negro ! 


who weepeft on the rocks of Mauritius, if my hand, though [ 


cannot dry up thy tears, fhould make them flow with regret and 
repentance from thy tyrants, J haye nothing more to afk of the 
Indies ; I have there made my fortune.” 

[To be continued eccafionally.} 
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On the Injustice and Carvery of fome Pustic Parers. 
By Mr. Kwox. 


Free.country is that in which not only the life and the 
A property of every individual, but his reputation alfo, 
which is often dearer to him than both, is fecured by efficient 
Jaws. That country is not the land of perfect liberty, however 
it may arrogate the name, in which the character of every mem- 
ber may be traduced at pleafure in the moft public manner, 
without redrefs, and withoat the poflibility of an adequate ex- 
culpation. QOppreflion of the people may proceed from a part 
of the people, as well as from the throne. The liberty of the 
prefs is pregnant with advantages ; but the licentioufnefs of it 
teems with evils which almoft counterbalance them. It is true, 
that the luberty of the prefs is effential to civilliberty. But why 
do we eftimate the enjoyment .of civil liberty as one of the 
greateft of human bleffings ? Confeffedly becaufe it allows the 
natural and reafonable poffeffion of all the rights and privileges 
of man, in his individual and connegted ftate ; becapfe it fe- 
cures to him the enjoyment of all which God, and reafon, and 
nature, and his relative fituation, have taught him to hold dear. 
That kind and degree, therefore, of liberty, which cannot be 
fecured without endangering all thefe, certainly frpftrates the 
primary purpofe of a free conftitution. Liberty, under fach 
circumitances, operates on hyman happinefs with all the malig- 
nant influence of real defpotifm. 

Our own country is conftitutionally the freeft on the face of 
the globe. If there is any oppreffion in it, it proceeds from the 
people, and operates on themfelves. And there is a {pecies.of 
oppreflion peculiarly cruel and unjaft, as it often falls heayjelt 
on the good, the peaceable, and the inoffenfive. 

3 Q2 It 
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It is true, indeed, that, in this free country, we have laws for 
the punifhment of defamation ; but nothing is more eafy than 
to evade them. They fowetimes prevent an open attack ; but 
they cannot preclude thofe various and indireét methods of dif- 
feminating calumny, which ingenuity, ftimulated by malice, or 
the hope of gain, can eafily invent. 

The laws of the Twelve Tables made defamation a capital 
crime. The punifhment was rigorous. It appeared fo in the 
age of Auguftus, and was changed to corporal chaftifement. It 
was again rendered capital in the reign of Valentinian ; and 
the feverity with which fo wife a people as the Romans have 
treated this crime, from the earlicit to the lateft period of the 
empire, evidently thews how deep a feafe they entertained of its 
malignant influence on the happinets of fociety. 

Oar laws are indeed lefs fevere. We are juitly jealous of our 
liberty. I will not faggeft an idea which can tend to the in- 
fringement of that liberty. I am grateful to Providence for 
having placed me in a country where it fo glorioufly prevails. 
There is no facrifice; confiftent with innocence, which a good 
man would not make, to hand down the bleffings derived trom 
his fathers undiminifhed to his childien. What I now fay, tends 
moft effectually to preferve them inviolate : for, to exprefs my 
ideas in the words of the learned Blackftone, to cenfure the licen- 
tioufnefs, is to maintain the liberty, of the prefs. 

Let, therefore, the laws remain unaltered, if the alteration is 
attended with danger. I will only appeal to the hearts, the 
manners, and the underftandings of my readers, for the volun- 
tary reformation which I would effeét ; a reformation to be be- 
gun and completed by themfelves, and which, inftead of im- 
pairing civil liberty, will enlarge it, and will render it a diffufive 
good, almoft anallayed with evil ; a rare condition of human fe- 
licity ! 

With refpe&t to the writers and the publifhers of calumny, 
they have ufually but one or two objeéts in view ; either the 
gratification of malice, or the earning of a morfel of bread. 
But hunger and paffion are powerful incitements, The whif- 
pers of reafon, and juftice, and humanity, will fcarcely be heard 
amidft the clamoars of aflailants fo importunate. From them, 
therefore, we feek not redrefs by expoftulation. We apply ‘to 
the liberal fentiments of a people truly free, who value their 
freedom, and who poflets fenfe enough to take the moft effectual 
methods for its fecurity. ‘They will renounce the poor pleafure 
which they receive from the gratification of aa improper curio- 
fity, when they find that it cannot be gratified without render. 
ing the liberty of the prefs a fource of mifery to the innocent ; 

when 
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when they find that the people’s licentioufnefs more effectually 
faps the foundation of liberty, than the ambition of a king. 

Let us turn our attention to the origin and progrefs of that 
fpecies of publication, which, within a few years, has become a 
general caufe of complaint among all the moderate and the well- 
principled. . In order to gain notice, a news-paper mult not at 
firft be moderate, but muft abound in abufe, and in anecdote. 
A letter-box is fixed to the window of fome of the moft public 
ftreets in the metropolis. Into this receptacle every dark af- 
faffin is tacitly invited to throw his poifoned dofe. No man is 
fo virtuous, 2s not to have failings. No man is fo inconfider- 
able, as not to have enemies. Here then is an opportunity of 
expofing thofe fecrets, which perhaps the confidence of a friend 
has made known to the treacherous divulger of them, and of 
gratifying the malice of a coward with fafety, by the in- 
fli€tion of the crueleft injury ; that malice which was perhaps 
excited only by a fuperior degree of excellence. And who isto 
fit in judgement on what is received? Thofe who are often at- 
tentive to their intereft alone. The papers are fubmitted to 
the confideration of fome dark conclave ; and if it feems good 
to the invifible agents who fit in it, the tale of infamy, the ob- 
lique infinaation, the whifper of fufpicion, the invention of the 
wanton, the belief of the credulous, the virulence of revenge, 
private pique, and public refentment, are.in a few hours {cat- 
tered over the empire. 

In this manner the public eretts a defpot over themfelves. 
One of their own order, and fometimes one of the obfcureft 
perfons in it, inftitutes a tribunal, where fentence is pronounced 
on all, frequently without due examination, and with little re- 
gard either to juftice or mercy. No other limits are afligned to 
the fevere decree, which is iffued out to brand with infamy the 
belt of characters, than thofe which are neceffary to efcape the 
letter of the Jaw, and elude the pofflibility of a fuccetsful profe- 
cution. So unmanly and fo rack are the decifions of this arbi- 
trary tribunal, that even female innocence is often punifhed 
with the feverelt fentences. Virgin purity and conjugal virtue 
are blackened with afperfions which can {fcarcely ever be wiped 
off, Wounds are inflicted on the parent’s heart, which no time 
can heal: for one great misfortune attending this mode of 

fcandal is, that though all are ready to liften to the calumny, 
few have candour and patience to hear and admit the vindica- 
tion. Many fee the attack, who never fee the defence. Even 
if the vindication were as generally received as the abufe, it is a 
cruel neceflity to be forced reluctantly forward on the public cye, 
to be obliged to anfwer fevere and groundlefs charges, brought 
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by thofe who have ng right, either by the laws of God or man, 
to diffemipate throughout the world en ugprovoked accufation. 
Can that government be well regulated, where a mechanic is 
able to ere& himfelf into an oppreflive tyrant, to wound the 
heart of the innocent, break the peace of families, blacken the 
brighteft charaéters, detract from the moft allowed merit, de- 
grade and lower every rank and dignity ; and all this, not only 
with impunity, but with fuch rewards from the public, as.en- 
able him to amafs an independent fortune, and laugh over the 
ruins on which he has erected his profperity, 

Many among us are heard to complain of the incroachments 
of government on the liberty of the fubjeét, and of the oppref- 
fions of the adminiftration. I afk every individual in the Bri- 
tith empire, whether he ever experienced a fingle act of oppref- 
fion from the crown,.or the minifters of the crown, equal to 
that which is daily and hourly infliéted, in the moft arbitra 
manner, by the editor of a licentious public paper ? The fe- 
vere punifhments of the law cannot be inflidted by any power 
known to our conftitution, without a formal procefs, even on 
thofe who deferve them. But the operations of this engine of 
oppreffion, in the hands of ap individual plebcian, nnappointed, 
upauthorifed, and unoffended, infli& the fevereft penalty, with- 
ont judge, jury, witnefles, confcience, or humanity. 

The man who is guilty of this violation of every focial law, 
fhall'in the mean time think himfelf, and be thought by others, 
ano boneft man, and even a patriot ; fhall riot in plenty, amidtt 
friends and riches ; while he who takes from me my purfe, and 
the trafh which it contains, perifhes by the latter. All this is to- 
Ierated by a fenfible and humane people, becaufe, by the abule 
of language, the licentioufnefs of the prefs igcalled its liberty. 

I will not enlarge on the diabolical malignity of party and 

litical abufe, which flows through thefe dirty channels. Ma- 
Anioe as it js in its nature and origin, it is in this age too much 
defpifed to effe& much mifchief, It as naturally purfues a mi- 
nifter, or a fuccefsful party, as a Shadow the fubftance. If we 
take but a curfory view of paft times, we fhall fee that many 
who are now juftly confidered as models of virtue, and of politi- 
cal wiflom, were in their day afperfed with all the venom which 
a wirylent party coyld expeétorate upon them. Qn bad hearts, 
and mean minds, the lucrative advantages of high offices in the 
ftate will always have an influence irrefiflibly alluring. They 
will never reft at eafe without a participation of them ; but will 
engage fome poor dependent printer to admit their poifonous 
writings into his paper, in hopes of fupplanting others, to make 
room for themfelves. The poor printer coniders his oo 
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made, when patronized by lords and dakes, and ftands teady to 
¢alumniate the beft men, er to {peak treafon, for the confidential 
{mile of a wretched and difappointed, an efiviods and an ilf-ta- 
tured peer ; perhaps of a villain, who would betray his courtty, 
becaufe he cannot proeute a lucrative place in the adminifiration 
of its gdvertimént. 

I will riot now expatiate on the wickednefs of evil-{peaking, 
a topic which has been admirably treated by the divines of 
England. If any reader can want to be infortnéd how incdtts 
fiftent itis with the fpirit of Chriftianity, and how pregnant with 
foral arid focial evil of every kind, I will refer him to all the 
moft celebrated compofers of fetmons in the Enplifi language. 
But, alas! they who délight in fcandal, poffefs difpofitions not 
to be delighted or reformed by a fertnén. 

In thé méan time, I will content myfelf with entreatiag 
readers Of the better fort, the humané, atid the well-educated of 
the higher ranks, (with whom I hope to prévail,) to fet a noble 
example, by refufing to give encouragement to thof prints 
which are notorious for peFfonal abufe, and the publication of 
family fecrets. It is but juft to fay, that there are forme refpec- 
table conduétofs of the néws-papers who exclude, as far as hu- 
man vigilance can exclude, what is injurious. 

For their own fakes, I advife the public not to take in pari- 
phlets and papers which deal in the bitternefs of fcandal. Their 
own hearts and happinefs will be injured by the perafal of them, 
and they cahhot know bow foon it thay be their turn to fuffer 
by the malignity which they afe fo ready to enjoy. 

It is indeed a melancholy truth, that the love of calumny, atid 
the ¢uriofity to be acquainted with the private affairs of all dif- 
tinguifhed characters, is become fo genefal, that a work {carcely 
wants any othér recommendation, if it profeffes perfonality and 
anechole, ‘The prevalence of this cruel talte precludes the rélith 
of ihnocent ahd ingénious works on general topics. It will alfo 
infallibly habituate the mind to delight in cruelty and malice : 
for, as the feéling Goldfmith fays, “* like the tyger, that feldom 
defilts from purfuing man, after having once preyed upon hu- 
man fleth, the reader, who has once gratified his appetite with 
calumny, makes ever after the moft agreeable feaft on murdered 


repttation.” 





Account of a curious LAW-SUIT between Two Brotuers. 


R. Broce, in his Memoirs, lately publithed, fays, «* At 
my return to Revel, a comical law-fuit commenced be- 
tween 
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tween my landlord and his brother, both merchants in the 
town.—The two brothers had always lived at great variance 
with each other. My landlord, who was very rich, was deter- 
minec, in cafe he fhould die, his brother fhould not fucceed 
him : he had been married feveral years to a very handfome 
woman, without having any children by her, the blame whereof 
he attributed more to himfelf than to his wife ; and being re- 
folved that his wife, at any rate, fhould havea child, to deprive 
his brother from being his heir, he took a lieutenant into his 
houfe as a lodger, a handfome young fellow, to whom he gave 
all manner of opportunities to converfe with his wife, having 
before-hand concerted the matter with her ; by which means 
fhe foon proved to be with child : fhe then made the gentleman 
a prefent of a purfe with a hundred ducats, defiring him, at the 
fame time, to feek out for another lodging, as her hufband was 
grown jealous, and began to fufpeét her, which made it abfo- 
lutely neceffary for him to remove ; promifing, that if he ever 
ftood in need of her affiftance, he might depend upon her. The 
gentleman finding her very pofitive, notwithftanding al! his re- 
monftrances, was at laft obliged to comply, flattering himfelf to 
find frequent opportunities to converfe with her ; but in this he 
found himfelf miftaken, for fhe fhunned all occafion of ever be- 
ing alone with him. This exafperated him fo much, that one 
evening, when he knew her hufband to be from home, he forced 
his way into her bed-chamber, and defired to know why fhe 
fhunned his company. She very frankly told him, that fhe had 
cohabited with him not from luft, bet with an intention of 
having achild by him to inherit her hufband’s eftate ; and as the 
was now with child, the hoped he would not envy its being heir 
to a good eflate ; and defired, therefore, he would not be an in- 
ftrument in defaming her, and ruining his own child ; defiring 
him to give over any thoughts of enjoying her any more, fhe 
being fully determined againft it. After this fpeech, ‘fhe gave 
him a diamond ring, and a purfe with fifty ducats, and then re- 
tired, locking herflf up in another room. Upon this he went 
away ina great paffion, and, in a fit of ill-humour, divulged the 
whole intrigue to fome of his companions, who foon {pread it 
over the town ; by which means his brother got notice of it, 


‘and commenced a law-fuit ; but the hufband acknowledging the 


child to be his, the fuit was dropped of courfe. 
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LLOW others to difcover your merit : they will value it 
the more for being their own difcovery. 
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The following curious Specimens of Orthography are, we cons 
ceive, not unworthy the Notice of our Readers, who ma; 
depend on their being accurate Copies. 


Curious Notice re/peing a frayed Sheep. 


1783 October 25 , 
“. is to give Notis that thear was Loft 1 weather 
fhep Coming from Axminiter Fear Betwen tadwiih and 
Chard marked with Red in the pol hosoever will give notis of 
the Said fhip thal! Resev to Shilings and Sixpenc Reward Bey 
me Abel Bigs Living in Capland near Afhel 





Copy of an Infcription on a Sign-Poff, at C amelford, in Cornwall. 


J Wilfon live: here fells good Ale and Small Beer Bird-cage 
Maker and Wire-drawer alfo fells ginger-bread Cakes Moute- 


traps and other Sweetmeats 2. 
NB__I aét as Towns Conflable Bailiff and takes up Deferters 


occafionally alfo Saufages fold here 





A faithful Copy of awritten Paper lately Sent to the Town-Crier 
at Fairford, iz Gloucefferfbire, for bis giving Notice of a Sale 
at Lechlawe. 


William Green of fairford if yov ples to Cri all Rovnd yovr 
townd that there is a Sell at the Sine of the Ax and Compas next 
monday to be Sovl’d By Oxen all Sorts of Brwin vefills and 
Cooper hard and other things Befids what not 





A curious Notice Ruck up at a Black/mith’s Shop, in Chefhire, fome 
Time fince. 


Gentle Men and Leades this to give Notes Mr. Richardfon 
intends to open a School on Wednefday the 1oth of September 
1783 atthe Houfe of Samuell Hamlets the Sign of the Greapes 
at Stocktonheath any Pirfon Who Pleafes favour him with Com- 
pany fhall be well Edeceated Both Day and Night Eather By 
Quarter or Be the Night or fo much a Dance no teaca no 
Pay my Neame will teach with any man in Brittan &e.——Mr. 
Thos. Richardfon. 


Vou. Il. 47- 3 R Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Arion (late Ty cho), of Bath, to Taffa’s exigmationl 
Lift of Arts and Sciences, inferted September 1. 


1. Anatomy. 7. Geography. 
z. Poetry. 8. Botany. 

3. Mutfic. g, Aftronomy. 
4+ Perfpective. 10. Theology. 
5. Painting. 11. Logic. 

6, Phyiic, iz. Heraldry. 


*.* We have received the like anfwer from a Conftant 


Reader. 





Anfwer, by 8. M. O. of Shaftefoury, to F.8.’s Rebus, inferted 
O&scber 6. 


MUSEMENT, fir, without a doubt, 
Will make your myilic rebus qut. 





ttt We have received the like anfwer from Taffo, of Brif- 
col; Arion, of Bath; J. Quant, of Hinton St. George; and 
G. Bulgen of Caftle-Cary. 





4 QUESTION, by Arion, of Bath. 


X+ytZ+v—34 
xy—Zz—v=61 
ZV—X—y=—2I 

x? + y?>—Z—y—152 





A QUESTION, by Taffo, of Briftol. 
GIVEN x*+x=1ic62.51 to find the value of x. 





dn ENIGMA, by Arion, of Bathe 


WES Adam by divine command 
Each creature gave a name, 
Pleas’d, and in hatte to kifs his hand, 
My iovely parent came, 
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Away [ went to take a view, 
Through earth, and fea, and air ; 
How charming all appear’d, while new, 
How beautiful and fair! 


As fancy lets me, I could fail 
Along the boundlefs deep ; 

Or climb (for courage did not fail) 
The hills or-craggy fteep. 


I fear’d no danger ; but, alas ! 
How chang’d this blifsful fcene ! 
Torn from my mother’s fond embrace, 
By prying, curious men. 


Peel’d, burn’d, and fcalded, flath’d, and cut, 
No living creature, fure, 

Was ever to fuch tortures put, 
Or did fuch pains endure. 


This cruel treatment I farvive, 
Look beautiful and new ; 

And various’ colours now receive, 
Red, yellow, green, or blue, 


But, always innocent, prefer 
A virgin fnowy white ; 

A face that’s even, {mooth, and clear, 
Though long and hard, yet bright. 


Though I am chafte and pure within, 
Quite free from guilt or blame, 

Yet I in deeds of darknefs join, 
Unaw’d by fear or fhame. 


Yes; more ;—the politician’s dreams, 
His treach’rous, deep defigns ; 

E’en Newton’s grand and noble {chemes ; 
The lover’s plaintive lines ; 


All, all alike before. me pafs, 
And beg my kind affent ; 
My potent fkill they all confefs, 
To publifh what they meant. 
3 R2 My 
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My ufe is fuch to man ; and yet, 
For all my toil and pains, 

My beauteous face the vile ingrate 
Mott difmally diftains, 


Nor yet content, bat cruel, rade, 
In th’ open face of day, 

Firft wounds, and then in fretful mood, 
He throws me quite away. 


Shall I to you, ye fair, appeal, 
And beg you'll take my part? 

For qthers forrows. you can feel 
A tender, feeling-beart. 


Oft have I taught your, tears to Mow, 
Which made the favage kind ; 

I’ve often made your lover bow, 
And open all his mind. 


Oft did the dimpling {mile appear, 
Through me, upon your face ; 
Then can you turp a deafen'd ear, 

And join in my difgrace ? 


Whither, oh! whither can I fly, 
All helplefs and undone ? 

Without one pitying friend J lie, 
And perith all alone, 


To you, ye bards, I laft appeal ; 
I once exalted you; 

But all I’ll, afk is to reveal 
And bring me forth to view. 


tit ehh beh pp he PE EEG HY ES 


We would recommend it to F W—h—s, to reconfider the 
very curious and difficult fubjeB of apparitions on which he has 
Jent us a differtation, as we are of opinion that his hypothefis /. 7 
been haftily formed, and requires not a little alteration before 1 « 
be fit to appear in public. 
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Tue DOVE-COT. 
{From the Exn ons of NATURE, 2 Novel, jolt publithed.] 


Dove, fecluded in her houfe, 
Sat brooding o’er her nurfling-care ; 
While pigeon tate, alias fpoufe, 
Was gone abroad totake the air. 


A raven watch’d him from the cot, 
Then {pread his footy wings to foar, 
To tell the dove her haplefs lot, 
That fpoufy would retura no more, 


“< It is a pious duty all, 

«* Believe me, (faid the croaking knave ;) 
«« } fhould not merit grace nor call, 

«< If I no-comfort to thee gave, 


** T pray, good houfewife, don’t bead, 

«¢ Although your hufband’s gone aitray ; 
** Nocomfort want ye; ttill be glad ; 

** Dittrets I vifit every day.” 


The dove thus meekly made reply, 
«* Thy charity is far too great ; 
“* Of itrangers vilits I am thy, 
** Who tor my welcome never wait. 


** You may have feen my roving dear, 
*¢ In wanton mazes flying round ; 
s* But 
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*« But were you ever him fo near, 
“*« While he a courting dove was found ? 


*¢ Then tell me who fhe was, and where ? 
«« Did the furpafs in feather me? 

**« If fo, contented him I'll fpare, 
‘© A faithlefs rover fince he be.” 


«* Yes, (anfwer’d now the raven prieft) 
*© Mifs Ruffleneck I faw him meet 

«© Upon yon houfe-top. There, at leaft, 
** In foftelt cooings Mifs to greet. 


¢* But what they faid I could not hear, 
«* T only by their billing knew 

«* That they were to each other dear, 
*¢ Forlove retura’d their coo for coo,”’ 


Simply the gentle dove reply’d, 
** O raven, you are in miftake ; 

«* For Ruffleneck’s my brother’s bride, 
“* So fpoufy kifs’d her for my fake.” 


At which the raven from the cot 
Was going in all fearful hafte ; 

But chance confin’d him to the {pat, 
Of thame and forrow both to tafte. 


A cloud, too heavy grown in ftore, 
Began its burthen now to fhed, 

Which drove the mate from dovey’s door, 
There lighting, to hisdear he {ped. 


Surpriz’d to fee a raven there, 

Some youngling to its end was brought ; 
And dame had, with her pious care, 

Sent for the prieft, was what he thought. 


The raven made his rev’rend bow 

To all that were‘come in the room, 
Saying, ‘* I beg your pardon now, 

“«* For Ia neighbour muft entomb.” 


The hufband afk’d, ‘* Which of our brood 


‘« Has chane’d to die fince out I went? 
«“ To 
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** To findthis reverend man of God 
«© Which of our carrier’s pray was fent? 


«« He muft have fown with light’ning’s {peed, 
** For I to barn have only been; 

«© Where brother’s wife came there in need, 
«« As well as I, fome corn to glean.” 


As turtles fmile, fo fmil’d the dove, 

«© Our little care, thank fate, are well ; 
«¢ T never fent for raven, love, 

«* Ashe himfelf can furely tell. 


** He came to tell me what he thonght 
** At feeing you bill pouter’s wife ; 

** To comfort me was what he fought, 
** Such goodnefs fills his day of life !” 


The raven, in the corner coop’d, 
Came ftrutting out, in prideful gait; 
And rais’d his {pirits, which had droop’d, 
E’er fince to {poufe return’d her mate, 


«* It is my duty, fir, (he cry’d) 
** To comfort them that are forlorn ; 
¢¢ Elfe fhould I merit all that chide, 
** And from me thould this gown be torn.” 


A flight of pigeons homeward came, 
For cloud had eas’d itfelf of rain; 
And in the dove-cot’s ev’ry room 
They ftor’d with care their gather’d grain. 


Some came to vifit ma’am in flraw, 
While others went repaft to take 5 
And fome were feen to court withdraw, 

And others went their nefts to make. 


The hufband now feiz’d Ralpho’s cloak, 
Pretending thus to force his ftay ; 
The other pigeons {aw the joke, 
And help’d to pluck it all away. 





Twas all in friendfhip what they meant, 
Twas only to detain him there, 
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And thus oblige him to confent 
To tafte with them their houfehold fare. 


Some held his tail, and fome his wiag, 
And, as he leap’d away from one, 

His fable feathers of they wring, 
Till all their fullintent was done. 


When of his cloak the knave was ’reft, 
They bid him go, and {peed his flight 

To where his neighbour he had left, 
Who buried was to be that night. 


Tus DOVE’s ADMONITION, 
«« Ye carping, canting, carrion knaves, 

«« Ne’er tempt again this hallow’d {pot ; 
** For innocence thus always faves 

‘« The joy and peace of a dove-cot.” 








For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
An Attempt to Paraphraje our Lord's Prayer. 


Bre of All! Eternal Ged! 
Who reigns above the fiarry frame ; 
And rules creation with a nod, 

All praife be given to thy hallow’d name! 


Thy kingdom come ; and may thy will 
Be done on earth with one accord, 
As faints in heav’n with joy fulfill 
The facred mandates of their righteous Lord ! 


We pray, O Lord, on us beftow 
‘Thy bread and peace each day we live ; 
And, gracious Lord, fuch mercy fhew, 
As we the debtor and the foe forgive. 


From fnares our tempting foe has plann’d 
Do thou preferve and keep us pure ; 

For glory, pow’r, fupreme command, 
Are thine, Jehovah, and with thee endure, 


TASSO. 


: , 
~ sftp ‘ Ae - a 
abiji Ol, Cepiemvuer 22, 1753. 
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